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A Haven From Hitler, by Tim Carroll

Investigation _

Le Chambeon's pasior, Anire
Trocmé |back cenire], with
refugees in 1943, Right: a
cross dotails chapel services.,
Imant: Fierre Sauvage as a
haby, with his father. Pieme
noW FLiS an organisation
that commemorytes the
town's wartime efforis

AHAVEN FROM HITLER

The French village of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon played an extraordinarily courageou
providing sanctuary for thousands of Jews. So why are the locals so reluctant to tal
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he Masdf Central i the
Auvermie rgion of Franee
kos inrecent vears become s
magriet fr mounmaineers,
witlkers and cychist Except for
one villsee, whose occupants,
forthe pasr60 vears or o have
Frtl.r.TrEd b0 pnalban 8 soidions
diitanice from cutsiders,
Le Chambon-sur-Lignon 1sa
haven of mangmillity, clinging
o the edgesof 5 plateat whiere the Haute-Lodre
meets the Ardiche. Perchied 1,000 menes above
the inagmticent Bhone valley, Le Chambor's
communiey id rentate and insukary,
Themumicipal elders do their best to promioee
Le Chambon But the focals -
descendants of genemticns of hardy
hill Eirmigrs —zre indifferent 1o
the financial bemefits that the towarise
mrade mghr offer,
The centre aftheir viflage 14 a liede
Tien=down, with 1 few gnared old cafis
and restaurants. Not so anusual for g
Frenchiprovincial tovwn, But Le Chambo
it different [t has 1ts cooom secret
In a building ac the erossrouds of the
| village 12 mes by Pierme Saovage, who
wits borm here Thisis the hesdquartes of
hisorpinisaton, Ams du Chambon, which
15 dedicated o commemoemong the own's
wmgoe role in the second world war
It has-the fecling ofan old schoalvoom.
Monce boards are covered with photographs
ofstndente: happy faces of youths swamming
in the Lignon, playing games in the felds
stadving in their brightairy clissrooma This
was Le Chambon dunng the Maz occuparion.
And the young, smailing Gees mostly belong
Jews, sheltered there throughout the war B

ile inthe second world war,
jout it? Tim Carroll investigates




Le Chambon-sur-Lignon 1s the willage thar sud
“ren' to the Mty and the Vichy regimie setupin
thie wiake of the &l of Frnee. In 1940, when

the French capimolated, the village and a dozen
ar = ol itsnear nerghbours, was home (o 5,000
people By the end of the war thoee stout,
conntry sonls hadanved thie ivel of 5000 Jaws
WVirmually everybody on “the plareau” ook parr in
thie rescune effort. But Le Chamban s new
scknovwledped ag the nicleus of this communnal
act of defiance, 5 bescon of hopeind couruge in
the daric years of Vichy; In 1988, [sracl’s Yad
Vashem: the Holocaust memaorial instimore, hailed
thie wurtire poputation of Le Chambon as
araong the “Highteous”, [Eis theomby placen
Frnce to hove been sccorded such an hosoun

It it b pxpected that i a country widely
reviled for lierwartime collsbomtion with the
Mazis, Le Chambon would be latded as
evidence af o different nide of the storye And tao
i oertain exeent it is President | scquen Chirac
has bedatedly sewed upon the commmuomity os
i “symbal” of French wartime reslsmncecas the
Bith anniverary of D=-Dav loomed, he arrived
in the villngze armd great fanfare ind declared:
*Here i adversity, the woul of the nation
miamifcsted itseli Herowas the embodiment of
GUr COUnLry's corsclence.”

Bur o all ke that Le Chambon was umugue;
[Bunng the warthe Fomch were uncommonly
complizntwith thelr German masters, Outof
bt 300,000 Jeves Iving in Fronice ar the ame,
urgrineedd MM were sent to theirdesths m Mam
comcentraoo cimps. Histotians genenilly igree
that fewer than 5% of Fresich people took par in
even the most mild form of resiseance. Sa-rarher
than stir the soul of a nation where anti-semitism
t8 suill wife, Chirac’y wrds have provoked an
nneasy disquiet. “There isnothing ar il symbalic
ibout Le Chambon as faras wartime France goes;”
sy Sauvage “Cluite the conirarysitwas the
EXCEpnn ina country thi mr;,-rwhc[mmgiy
subymitted to the Nam regime.”

" B B OB
PMerre Sauvage was bom on the plitean in the
dyimg days ol the war Hiy Jewish fither, Léipaold
Smntrier. wis bom in Germany bur ruised in
France His mother; Barbar, wasa Polish Jew,
Thew lived in Paris bt fed oo Manieilles sfier the
Germansinvaded, and adopred the French-
sounding pseudonym Sanvage. When Barbara
hecame pregmant, the eouple were steered o Le
Clanbon by a friend. They were fortunate
Fhroughout the MNag ocoupanon, o doctor by
the neme of Roger Le Forestier tended to the
methical needs of the people on the platean, and
he shared (her I!Lutnanil.xrian outlook.

O March 25,1944, he delivered o baby boy to
the Sauvages ﬁd‘mr the war the Ry inunigrated
o the LIS, where Léa became the New York
carrespondent of Le Figaro, Piome Samvage was
ruisedin the clty unawite ofhis Jewish hertage
orthat he was 4 survivor of the Holocoust, ©1
knew Ewas bornn Le Chambon,” hesan “But
theee was nothing in the home or in my parenis’
converstons o indicats what they had been

throoghe” It was notuncl be was 18 when be
wient-to Parn eo'stady at the Sorbonne, that he
wis told dee truth: Bue for the ome being the
story of Le Chambon remained linle more than
an occasional pwitch in s subconscious
Everstually, Suvage fonnd hisvaenton in the
cireim st became an awerd-winming flm-maker
I | 9H2 he was drwn back 1o the remote
eammunity af hisbarth, He decided to make a
filmm about Le Chambon, Cver sever ai vears he

Top: children in Le Chambon in 1944, Lefiz Hanrd
and Emma Heritier, who took in Jewish children
throughout the war. Above: Sawvage (cenire) with
anather resceder, Marie Brotbes, and Honri Horitier

industrnised France, In the 19309 i0wos refiagee
from the Spanish civil war — anid then the Jews
“The key o their extriordinary behavioor during
the war 15 thear coflecrive memory of their own
persecuted past” siys Sauvage, Chie pastor told
hirni: “The Jews felt elose o us hecause we
beliesved i the Old Teszment and they were the
people ofthe Old Testment” The moml
crmpass of this ypuritual resismnce to the terror
of the time was the ]:usrnr afLe & h:lmhml. .l"l.rl.rl'nc*

By the end of the war, they had saved 8, 000 Jews

filmied those whio bad been invalyed inrescuing
thie lewash chileren While stening 1o their
teitrmimy, he discovered something singular
about the platean, In an overwhelmingly Roman
Cathobe coumimry; the areds inhabimn were
predaminanty Protestant The first Protesninms
in France had long suifered murderat the hands
of thorr countmymen. Moy flod the counory Bt
here they elung tenaciously to their rocky
werricery — and thelr equally unshakable belick
The wred became a sancnuiry for the
dispossessed. At the tum of the cenmry chey
wlcamed the impoverished chaldren of newty

T’:Iml:u..;l:d his colleagive Edousrd Theds T hl:
day after Frmee surrendend 1o the MNazs, Trocme
toll hus congrepganon it was their dury 1o protect
Jews: "The respomsthilityof Christans 5 16 resist
the viokence thar will be broueht to bear on their
comsciences througgh the wedpons of the spine”
L - O - TR ¢ S
Wl spread about the sanctuary of psabms and
solidarity bigh in the hills Soon; tminswere
regularhy debivenme refngees. Many were youths
srmuggied out of the internment canmpd, aften only
o before chelr prrent-were- deported. Same
claim that Trocmé worked with local -+
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resistance groups Bue this i fiction, Chesdon
relief groups got them oot They were funded by
American, Swiss and French charigier Cualeers
and American Congrepatinnatise, Evangclists —
ind Catholics. Within months there were 3
dezen schoolsand scores of homes helpime to
cater for this tidal wave of hounded humanitg In
Hagrant violation of Vichy decree, the cHildren
wicre niot obliged to'wwear obedience to Marshat
Pérun Mor did the church bell nng e honoor af
iy accession, 45 it wits regquirel. Porsions and
hotels were bursting at the sedims with strange
faces Wharvisicors niost have made of all of this
153 mystery “They didn'r blend in e all,” lughs
Melly Trocme Hewett, the pastor’s davghter,
i prew up in Le Chambon and now Jives n
the LS "They were all obvicisly [ewdsh™ she
savs Those less well disposed to Le Chambon
Fenew it as“the numt’Jms m Protestart conntry”
Borthe rown's reputasion seemed not to have
reached thie higher echelons of the Vichy regime.
I the bate summer of | 942, the munister of youth
i Fétain’s vabines, Georges Lamirind, arrived on
o propaganda mosson: He brought with him the
loeal prefect, Robert Bach, whose responsibalities
incloded the deporanon of Jewe A welcome
was staged, atwitich L amimnd, sddressing
ertwvd of'vouths, ended with the Vichy foorish:
“Lomg live Marshal Périn Iiwas greeted by toml
silence, until a Salvation Army volunteer mid
Moang bive lesus Chost™ A young man handed
Lamiramd uleter [t read: "We feel obliged to'tell
youthar chere are anmong us 4 cemtat nutrber of
Jews The Jeter srated that any Jews would be
proteced. Lamimnd objerted thit the treiment
of Jews was nios s resporisibiliog [ewas that of
the prefect, Robert Bach, he szid, refermng wo the

mmanat e side. Bach sid nothing Several uﬂ::ki
kiter a convoy of gendarmes armved, bnnging
three empey buses for thetr presumed prsonss
But there were 1o Jews to be fournd,. They had
been hidden-away in the hills-and forests andd
remcte mountin Goms The gendirmes stavecd
for three weeks, a5 the Jews were moved from
one hnding place to another Therr bipless
pumuers were finally shamed into submission.
“It isa homble thang wie hove to do” confessed
one policeman. They left, the botes still empee
Vichy's filure vo challenge a srmall, peaceful
community that openly rebelled against it
betrayed the cowardly mitire of Péain’s regmme.
frmight have been expeeted, however thar Le
Chambon wounld face o more formidable foe
wiien Genman forces swept inta the “onoceupied
zone” of Vichy Prance in November 1942, But
even though the Germans managed o fill ewa
hotels in Le Chambon with their soldiess,
nothing seemed to change. By thew, the Freneh
pradirmerie seemed to have become inmxicaced
by thie air of Le Chambon, Gn their excursions
to the platend, the pobice would head straighs for
a particnlar hotel restaorens Chver lunch, the-men
proceeded o discuss lovdly which propersies

The youth minister Georges Lamirand {left) visits
Ls Chamibon in 1942 with the profect Robert Bach

they were scheduled o search that affermoon. By
the ome they arcived. thelr quisrry had pome.

Le Chambon did not escape every depredation
of the N penl [n 1943, owo dosen |ewith
studens were amested and deported. Five months
ifter Phemre Sanvage was born, the man wha
delivered him was murdered by Klaus Hasbic's
Gestapo Ropet Le Forestier's ntiered carpse
was piled onabeap with 119 resstarice Bghiters
and burnt. But teagic as these deaths were, they
were mivial compared with the obscenidges of
the time Nor far away, after all, 3t Oradour-sor-
Glane in June 1944, 0 villape 6 642 men women
and chnldrenwas massacred. Yot unlike Le
Chambor, Oradour-sur-Glane had not mken sy
part i the resistance. There was another puzzle
b earty 1943 Andre Trocmé and Edovard Theis
wire taken mway by the French pendarmes along

wari'l thr h::dmml:ef af the publc schoal Thl_-p'
were throwm into an internment camp o awalt
deportation, Yet several weeks later they were
returned to the wilige unharimed. Nobody
kenew how they had escaped o pnislier fave.
- i+ AR - SR - - g

"Who can éxplain the nmcle of Le Chambon®
askes Satvage, What 18 most remarkable abour
these people 1, they didr's think they were doing
arryrhing remarkable” 16 explains in parcwhy the
people of Le Chambon have displayed o lictle
interest in Sanvage’s memoril profect { Though
it might equeally be resenmment at someone from
arross the Atflancc “hijacking” Le Chantbon’s
historical constience. " We have our oo
cultore,” says Mayor Francis Valle, who poins
eyt thar the o has its owm plans for o museum)

The wider French popularion i equally
ambivalent. When Samvagesenocalbracelaimed
doetimentiry shout Le Chambess ws shown an
French TV in 1989 it was broadeast in the dead
afthe nighs. Sauvage purchased an old
fermhouse in Le Chamben some vears apo, with
the intennon of renovating it and esablishing
more fimng memaorial to the villagers than the
old shopwhere we first met. Bot hin efforssta

enrol help have been greeted with g lsck of
mterest And anly davs after imestns me lase
sunurer, e was mirned dewn for Buropean
Union fimding, One repson for the disdun, he
mmuses, s that the hierogs of the actien were
non-mainstream Provesanms But be suspects
that the modern French smte 1s more.disturbied
by Le Chambon's challenge to the pre-eminance
erf " led surlesery de by Redfpabilige™ the values afthe
Republic, and the upholding of the viralently
ance-relipous soyle ofseculbiram known as i
“For the French, while they tip thetr hat off o Le
Chamion, it rephesents twn values they mossthy
hold 1o contemipt: communaniarise, that sense of
narrow identiry that the French are constanthy
urped wo manscend, and religious belick” Chirac
pointedly refused togo o Pastor Trocmés
church diring his ot

Sauvage 18 quick o emphasise thas three-
aquarters of all French Jews were saved from die
MNazix “Low of people must have been doing the
saving,’ he says “Thie vast majonty of people
werentmurderers. They were amply apathenc
They foundways of ducking the issue Whien
Sauvagewas mibang hix Glin, he m;tui;:d 1]
catch upwath Geonges Limirind, Thoueh
chirming, Laminnd emerged almostasa
caricatiire of the preening self<jusafving
burcanerar Confroneed by Sanvage abowr the
TH00 Jewrs wiho were sent to their deaths by hi
tigrime, Lambrand once more passed the buck oo
the prefect Riobert Bach, as he had dene in the
village thar sommer's day of 1942, "Same afmy
best friendsare Jews.” he sad, lamely, Bur
Savrwage had made an intriguing dscovery
dlurtty his rescarch: seamie papers daved March 4,
1943, shortly after Trocmé Thes and the
hieadmasrer had been armested {n chem, a Vichy
offictal based in Le Puy-eni-Velay stromgly urgs
his superios 1o release the thiee mien He assuros
them his investigations have shown thae the
acconets of fews tn Le Chambon were groasty
exapperated, and the number of refugees was
“relatvely minimal”. The fading document is
sumied by the prefect for Hante-Lomrs, Riobert
Bach The Lord works in strange wavs, af Pastor
Trocmé himself mght have said

A for Pierre Saavage; he'isatn Jass for words
Tuened down by the European Untop and
ipnoted by the French, he fshaving to fund the
exhitinon and frmibouse out of his oswn pocket
Hespends much ofhis tme pavelling sround
the LIS, speaking o willing audienices about the
remarkshle commuminy e owes his He to Yer
he Auds indifference on our $ide offthe Atlamtic
Heis disturbed by che way the “thalienge™ that
Le Charnbon presents to France nisks being
buried in Chimac's prase. “Many Christans sill
have o face the magnitude of their Gilure during
the Holocanit hie save “But to be able tosee
what iowas possible to do in those dark tmes,
they need an example against which they can
mezsure themlves Le Chamibon is that exmnple
= ofwhat-an entire community wisable e dao
Yeét no one seems to want to-honeetly
scknowledge the reasonswhy" B



